SUMMARY Rat-bite fever results from an infection with the organism Streptobacillus moniliformis. Symptomatic patients often present with fever, malaise, cough, maculopapular rash, and occasional arthritis, and usually have a history of rodent exposure. This report describes a patient with rat-bite fever resulting in suppurative arthritis. The patient's diagnosis was made by culture of S moniliformis from his left wrist. The diagnosis was delayed, however, owing to the lack of an exposure history, atypical clinical presentation, and the unusual microbiologic characteristics shown by this organism. This report describes a patient with rat-bite fever, and suppurative arthritis. Although S moniliformis was isolated from this joint fluid, the diagnosis of rat-bite fever was delayed owing to the absence of exposure history and the difficulty in organism identification. 
reported disease, its aetiological agent, Streptobacillus moniliformis, has been cultured from patients with brain abscess,3 bacteraemia,4 pericardial effusion, endocarditis,6 and amnionitis. 7 S moniliformis, naturally inhabiting the rodent's respiratory tract,8 occurs world wide.9 Infections are usually associated with a history of exposure to rats.8 {}11 This organism is difficult to identify in most hospital laboratories owing to its unusual growth requirements, morphology, and biochemical reactions in commercial microbial identification kits. 9 12 This report describes a patient with rat-bite fever, and suppurative arthritis. Although S moniliformis was isolated from this joint fluid, the diagnosis of rat-bite fever was delayed owing to the absence of exposure history and the difficulty in organism identification. S moniliformis has a predilection for synovial and serosal surfaces. In animals it has been recovered from the tendon sheath of arthritic ttrkeys and cervical abscesses of guinea pigs. S moniliformis has been isolated from a number of human deep seated infections.' 3 5-7 A pure culture of this organism was isolated from our patient's wrist, but its identification was delayed owing to its slow growth, unusual biochemical characters, and the use of commercially prepared identification kits. 
